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WHAT'S INSIDE 


Readers deliberate 
role of newspaper 


Larry Olson, Region 1 utilities 
specialist, Portland (above), pages 
through a recent issue of VIA at a 
symposium on the role of ODOT’s 
employee newspaper. The gathering 
invited readers and news sources 
alike to air their concerns about the 
publication, but it also provided 
opportunity for examining the effec- 
tiveness of the department’s internal 
communications. Charlie Middleton 


__ (above, in background) of Roadway 


ign joined Olson on a panel that 
launched the discussion period. 
See VIA, Page 5 


Marquam strengthening 


inspired by earthquake 

The Highway Division will 
begin reinforcing Portland’s 
Marquam Bridge this spring as part 
of a $54 million reconstruction project 
on the Eastbank Freeway. 

The retrofit is the product of a 
$360,000 study to inventory, 
strengthen and upgrade bridges 
considered susceptible to earthquake 
damage. It comes in the aftermath of 
the San Francisco Bay area earth- 
quake last fall that killed about 60 
people, most when the Nimitz 
Freeway collapsed. 

Both the Marquam and Fremont 
bridge approach ramps may be at 
high risk for earthquake damage, 
according to Assistant State Bridge 
Engineer Jerry Backstrand. East side 
approaches for both bridges are built 
on old fill. Interstate 5, from the 
Marquam Bridge to Interstate 84, is 
constructed on a soft soil foundation, 
which tends to amplify earthquake 
motions, he said. 

Contracts will be let to reinforce 
the supports on the Marquam Bridge 
to allow for controlled movement 
during an earthquake. Workers first 
will concentrate on the east approach 
ramps to the bridge. Within a year, 
work will begin on the second phase, 
to improve the main structure and 
west approach ramps. 

The division is rating all state 
bridges for repairs based on seismic 
risk and road use. 

Highway expects to spend $20 
million to $30 million during the next 
10 years to strengthen bridges and 
other elevated structures to make 
them more earthquake resistant. 
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From all directions 
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Park rangers Gerry Roberts (on left) and Jack Kerwin survey a mudslide area that has closed Crescent Beach Trail since 
February, shutting off the main beach access at Ecola State Park. A second landslide, at Indian Beach, closed the other 
beach access at Ecola. In the background is an estimated 150,000 board feet of timber that washed on shore from a pass- 
ing Canadian ship. Mudslides and downed trees also closed hiking, biking and equestrian trails at Silver Falls State 
Park, and three feet of mud and debris flowed into the campground and day-use area at Saddle Mountain State Park 
near Seaside. Despite the temporary setbacks, all Oregon state park campgrounds are scheduled to open by April 13. 


Reaction cool to federal polic 


The Bush administration aspired to 
invest in the nation’s transportation 
future, then unveiled a policy that shifts 
the financial burden for transportation 
improvements to states. 

U.S. Transportation Secretary 
Samuel Skinner said the nation’s econ- 


Traffic crowds Oregon’s highways as 
the state braces for the impact of the 
Bush administration’s transportation 
initiative. 


omy is “at risk” because of its “inade- 
quate investment in public works 
projects,” but the new policy seeks to 
minimize federal subsidies for trans- 
portation. It proposes to concentrate 
federal spending on major national 
arteries while imposing on states the 
responsibility of building and maintain- 
ing local roads. 

State Highway Engineer Don 
Forbes said he had been assured the 
new transportation policy would 
include money from the Highway Trust 
Fund, which Congress created to finance 
road improvements. Billions of dollars 
are being held hostage in that fund to 
make the federal budget deficit appear 
smaller. But states claim they need the 
funds for repairs and improvements to a 
deteriorating transportation system. If 
that dedicated fund is spent quickly 
without increasing transportation taxes 
and fees, the federal budget deficit 
appears to increase. 

“The director of the National 
Transportation Policy Team said the fed- 
eral government is going to spend down 
the Highway Trust Fund because our 
country’s infrastructure is in serious cri- 
sis,” Forbes said. “Two weeks later, they 
lost sight of that,” Forbes said. 

“You're just forced to make some 
assumptions that may or may not be 
valid,” he said. “On one hand they said 
the policy will give more flexibility at 
the local level, allow us to put our dol- 


lars where we need them, focus on high- 
way safety and emphasize research. On 
the other hand, the federal government 
said it’s not going to spend down the 
Highway Trust Fund balance. You could 
assume that the trust fund balance will 
only increase. 

“That tells me they’re going to do 
more with the federal program with the 
same amount of dollars. If you go a step 
farther, the message is that we’ll have 
fewer dollars to maintain our pave- 
ments. George Bush is saying there’s a 
real crisis, but he’s going to give us less 
money to deal with the crisis. You can’t 
conclude anything else at this point.” 

Dave Williams, ODOT’s federal liai- 
son, said the Bush transportation policy 
is “DOA.” 

“It’s an attempt to shift the direction 
of the nation’s transportation policy, but 
it can’t shift that direction without plac- 
ing the money behind it,” Williams said. 
“They want to add research and devel- 
opment on top of supporting the 
country’s existing programs, but they 
haven't come up with the money for the 
extras—unless they want to substitute 
old programs for the new ones. 

“ODOT’s Director Bob Bothman is 
in favor of the additional research-and- 
development role the _ federal 
government wants, but you need to 
fund those projects out of the same 
pocket as the other transportation 

See BUSH, Page 4 
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DIRECTOR'S COLUMN 


Goldschmidt era inspires partnerships 


By BOB BOTHMAN 
ODOT Director 


When I heard that Governor Neil 
Goldschmidt decided not to run for a second 
term, I was shocked. Not only had I assumed 
he would campaign for a second term, but I 
was convinced he would win over any chal- 
lenger. 

In laying out my expectations for the 
upcoming decade, I did so assuming that I’d 
need to adapt to changes along the way. But 
never had I imagined a change 
in direction in the State : 
Capitol. I assumed, although 
wrongly, that the fe 
Goldschmidt era would last & 
eight years. 

News of the governor’s 
change of plans led some 
of us in state government 
to think about our transi- 
tion to a new governor. But 
at the same time, it will be 
hard not to miss his lead- 
ership style, his drive 
and insatiable curiosity. 
Transportation has fared 
well under his leadership, and our accomplish- 
ments leave us reason for feeling proud. 

The Goldschmidt administration has been 
extremely active in transportation funding. In 
each of the past four years, we have received 
increases in the state gasoline tax, the equiva- 
lent weight-mile tax, vehicle registration fee 


and the cigarette tax for public transportation 
programs. 

It’s my guess that we'll look back on the 
1989 transportation funding package as a turn- 
ing point, when we broadened our vision to 
include all transportation modes. The approach 
is a natural outgrowth of our reason for being: 
The creation of ODOT more than 20 years ago 
collected the state’s transportation-related 


economic development and land-use issues. 
Although it’s difficult to quantify, the 

Goldschmidt administration can be credited 
with fostering cooperative efforts among state 
agencies. At ODOT, we’ve witnessed changes, 
including the implementation of our organiza- 
tional values, and a shift in our management 
style and our role as transportation leaders in 
Oregon. In most everything we do, our efforts 


Although it’s difficult to quantify, 
the Goldschmidt administration can be credited 
with fostering cooperative efforts among state agencies. 


agencies under one roof. Over time, we are 
learning to work as one. 

The Goldschmidt administration has 
reached other milestones because its manage- 
ment style invites a comprehensive approach to 
problem solving. The Access Oregon Highways 
program, for instance, is funding road improve- 
ments proven to help the state’s tourism and 
economic development. Our Motor Vehicles 
Division has dramatically improved service to 
its customers. We have a new Parks and 
Recreation Department, a move taken to clarify 
Oregon’s need to invest in our state parks. 
Projects such as Portland’s Westside Light Rail 
are testimony that our Public Transit and 
Highway divisions are leading projects that 
demand a partnership. Progress depends on 
that cooperation. Supporting that trend has 
been our Transportation Commission with its 
proactive approach toward projects, legislation, 


are done in consort with city and county gov- 
ernments, with other state agencies and the 
private sector. That partnership, that coopera- 
tive spirit, is here to stay, I predict. 

In this final year of the Goldschmidt 
administration, I anticipate no change in our 
administrative direction. That’s because I 
believe we are on course. It would be foolish to 
alter our direction. Now is the time for each of 
us to be leaders and assume responsibility for 
advancing transportation in Oregon. 

Paraphrasing from the book, “Leaders: The 
Strategy for Taking Charge,” to effectively man- 
age our future we must have a vision, 
communicate well, position ourselves within 
our market, and maintain a positive self-regard. 

While we have to accept the governor’s 
decision not to continue, we also must take 
responsibility for our own destiny. And that we 
will accomplish with hard work. 


zum Letters 
Personal integrity 


Don Forbes, 
State Highway Engineer, 
Salem: 

This winter the clutch in my car 
broke about nine miles north of Sisters. 
Terry Trussell, a highway maintenance 
specialist with the state Highway 
Division, helped me out by driving me 
into town, phoning my relatives in 
Portland, and arranging for my car to be 
repaired. Then he personally dropped 
me by the best restaurant in town before 
saying good-bye. 

He wouldn't take a cent for his help, 
saying that was part of his job. You’ve 
really got something in that man Terry 
Trussell. 

JOHN BOLLER, JR. 
Beaverton 


The good and bad 


Don Forbes, 
State Highway Engineer, 
Salem: 

Late last year, we left Salem at noon 
going north to Portland to catch a 2 p.m. 
flight. About 20 miles from Portland on 
Interstate 205, the left lane was closed for 
highway repairs, which caused major 
traffic congestion. 

I realize repairs must be made from 
time to time, but in this instance it 
seemed uncalled for. As we merged into 
the right lane of the section under repair, 
the only activity we saw were three 
Highway Division trucks parked in the 
left lane. With the traffic delay, we should 
have seen workers going to or coming 
from the job site. 

We were fortunate to catch our flight 
because, as we ran to the departing gate, 
we learned the airline was in holding. 

To retrieve our baggage, we had to 
return to the St. Louis Airport the fol- 


lowing day. I spoke with other passen- 
gers who were on the flight and learned 
that they also were delayed in the same 
traffic backup. 

You have a very beautiful state, but 
we left feeling angry and frustrated. 

From our view, the traffic conges- 
tion was unnecessary, but would have 
been tolerable if we had seen just one 
worker repairing your highway. It seems 
your repair system is lacking in timely 
and efficient control. I’m sure Missouri 
has similar problems, but how would 
agencies such as yours know unless 
someone says so? 


MYRA WORTMAN 
St. Charles, Missouri 


Professional concern 


Dick Krog, 

Santiam Junction Maintenance Crew 
Supervisor, 

Sisters: 

I drive Oregon Routes 20 and 22 
every two weeks, Portland to Salem to 
Bend and back, and have always felt that 
the two routes are maintained better 
than U.S. 26 during the winter months. 
So I take your highways. 

I am constantly impressed and 
amazed at the way you keep the roads 
cleared and easy to travel. The 
Willamette Valley and mountain passes 
had recently received lots of snow, but 
driving the roads you maintain was easy. 
The sides of the road were as white and 
beautiful as the roadway itself was clear. 
I appreciate the time you spend making 
it fun for me to drive to Bend. 

When I meet your snowplows, 
snowblowers or sanders, the drivers are 
always professional, and I appreciate 
that. 

DEBBIE GRAVES 
Bend 


Of sound repute 


Greg Demit and Ed Pulvemacher, 
Oregon State Highway Division, 
Coos Bay: 

On behalf of the Coos County 
Sheriff’s Office, I would like to com- 
mend your Highway Division 
employees who assisted us in Riverton 
recently while we attempted to locate a 
driver and vehicle that slid into the river. 

You folks didn’t hesitate to clear 
brush and flag traffic while we were 
busy with the diving part of the recovery 
effort. We were able to recover the victim 
on the third dive, six days after the acci- 
dent. As you may know, the Highway 
Division and this sheriff’s office work 
together quite a bit. I want you to know 
that, after our deputies have been in a 
situation that required your depart- 
ment’s involvement, the topic of 
conversation is how well you folks per- 
form in your jobs. 

You’ve got a great bunch of folks 
working for you. 

LT. BOB GREENE 
Criminal Division Commander 
Coquille 


Serving Oregon 


Steve Reed, 

Junior Traffic Investigator, 
Traffic Engineering Section, 
Highway Division, 

Salem: 

I would like to thank Steve Reed, 
manager of the Bus Sign and Bus Stop 
Program for the Highway Division. 
Having worked with Steve for five 
years, I’ve always found him to be pleas- 
ant and cooperative in making bus sign 
and bus stop changes on the scheduled 
routes that Raz Transportation Co. oper- 
ates. 

I speak not just for myself, but for 
other intercity bus companies that serve 
Oregon as well. 

JIM KLINGER 

Chief Operation Officer 
Raz Transportation Co. 
Portland 


‘Silent blessing’ 


Bob Pool, 
Region 2 Highway Engineer, 
Salem: 

As I was driving recently, it 
occurred to me that you people just 
don’t get thanked enough for all the 
good work you do. Signs, lines, mark- 
ers—whatever—you do a good job and 
should know that. While some people 
may take your efforts for granted (“After 
all, that’s their job,” they say.), I often 
send you a silent blessing for the out- 
standing work you do. I'll bet a lot of 
other people feel the same way. 

One of my cousins, who is from 
Wisconsin, said she had never seen bet- 
ter highway signs anywhere. Whenever I 
drive or ride on unfamiliar roads, I send 
you my thanks for your good work. Your 
efforts may not seem appreciated, but 
they really are. 

DOROTHY GRAY 
Woodburn 
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FLAGGER 


Jim Yost, a highway repair shop supervisor, discusses a truck air-brake 
mechanism at a commercial driver license training class. After the class par- 
ticipants completed the CDL exam, they served as trainers for other 
Highway Division employees. 


Truckers, testers get 
set for CDL training 


Nearly 120,000 Oregonians who 
drive commercial motor vehicles 
will need to be retested by the 
Motor Vehicles Division before 
April 1, 1992. 

The move was inspired by a 
1986 law designed to improve the 
safety and skills of commercial 
motor vehicle operators. The addi- 
tional testing is expected to affect 
customer service and lengthen cus- 
tomer wait times, according to Russ 
Graham, DMV’s assistant adminis- 
trator of the Field Services Branch. 

The Motor Vehicles Division 
has hired and trained more than 70 
additional employees statewide, 
extended business hours at 10 


offices statewide, and added two 
new Offices in the Portland area. All 
DMV employees also have been 
trained on CDL procedures. 

The two new offices, on 82nd 
Avenue in Clackamas and on 
Oregon 99 in Tigard, conduct only 
CDL knowledge testing and com- 
mercial license issuance. 

Many experienced drivers will 
take only the written tests and not 
the driving tests. Inexperienced 
drivers or those with poor driving 
records must take a driving skills 
test. 

The ODOT Safety Section has 
developed training materials, 
including videos and sample tests. 


Photo contest a month away 


Get out your camera: The Oregon 
Transportation Safety Week Photo 
Contest is just one month away. 

All ODOT employees and retirees 
are eligible to enter. There is no entry 
fee. 

Entries must relate to ODOT or to 
transportation in Oregon. Professional 
photographers are ineligible. 

Submit either a color or black-and- 
white print (no slides, please). Photos 
should be 3 1/2-by-5 inches or larger 
and need not be mounted or framed. 
Tape a card on the back of each print 
with your name, work address and 
phone number. Send your entry to: 
Photo Contest, Room 140 Transportation 
Building, Salem, OR 97310. There is no 
limit on the number of entries permitted 
per person. 

Entries offensive to segments of the 
ODOT population will be disqualified. 

All entries will be judged together 
for first, second and third place awards. 


The three winners will be printed in 
VIA. 

Contact Andy Booz, VIA editor, at 
378-6546 for more information. 


Beach cleanup 
nets 15 tons 


The fifth annual Company’s 
Coming—Coastal Cleanup netted about 
15 tons of trash from the state’s beaches, 
according to Parks Information Officer 
Monte Turner. 

The schools, scouts, civic organiza- 
tions and businesses that volunteered for 
the event found fishing gear, tires, bot- 
tles and convenience-food containers. 

JoAnn Zinda of Cape Lookout State 
Park coordinated north coast activities, 
while Dona Stanley of Bullards Beach 
State Park kept track of south coast 
activities. 


Parkway effort wins 
honor for planners 


The Highway Division has earned a 
special achievement award from the 
Oregon Chapter of the American 
Planning Association for its work on the 
proposed U.S. 101 Parkway. 

Don Byard, highway plan manager, 
said the agency’s work in developing 
and implementing the parkway strategy 
along the Coast Highway required a 
public outreach effort that garnered the 
honor. 

“The American Planning 
Association indicated they like us play- 
ing a significant role in public work 
projects,” said Byard. Transportation 
Commission Chairman Mike Hollern in 
March accepted the APA award on 


behalf of the Highway Division. 

In related news, the preliminary 
plans on the Lincoln Beach parkway pro- 
ject have been completed, according to 
Bob Leturno, a highway planner. Sealed 
bids for the $4.7 million project are 
scheduled to be opened June 28. 

Work on the 1.9-mile project will 
stretch between Fogarty Creek State Park 
and Coronado Shores subdivision and 
may start late this summer or early fall. 
The parkway will serve as a demonstra- 
tion project for the border-to-border U.S. 
101 Parkway. 

The corridor concept includes land- 
scaping roadsides and medians and 
burying utility lines, according to Byard. 


Cooperative project may 
brighten state park signs 


Signs that direct campers 
and visitors to Oregon state 
parks are going to become 
brighter. 

The Highway Division’s 
Traffic Engineering Unit, 
together with the Sign Shop, | 
suggested Parks use signs 
with a high-intensity sheeting 
so they can be seen more eas- 
ily at night. The brighter 
signs, to be installed ona 
replacement basis, may start 
appearing by early May, 
according to Jim Nash, Sign 
Shop superintendent. 

“The new signs will look 
at night like they do in the 
daytime,” Nash said. “Right 
now, they’re just too dark.” 
The shields currently are 
being made with engineer- 
grade sheeting and opaque ink. The green 
ink used for the trees is mostly responsi- 
ble for the dark appearance, he said. 

Cost of the pre-manufactured 36- 
inch shield is about $79, compared to the 
present cost of about $46 per sign. 

State Traffic Engineer Dwayne 
Hofstetter said, “This is a significant 
increase in price, however because the 
new signs last longer and are better qual- 
ity, the added expense is more than 
justified.” 


Headlights illuminate an Oregon state park sign. The 
Highway Division is working with Parks to purchase 
more reflective and longer-lasting park signs. 


Redes 


The new signs carry a seven- to 10- 
year warranty, compared to no warranty 
for the current signs. The new shields 
also are clear-coated to retard color fad- 
ing, easier to clean if vandalized, and 
expected to last two to three times longer 
than the existing shields. 

Deputy Parks Director Larry 
Jacobson said that because the new signs 
will be used to replace damaged or 
severely worn signs, it probably will take 
several years for them to go statewide. 


NEWS BRIEFS 


Annual 10 kilometer run at Minto Brown Park 


The annual 10-kilometer run for ODOT runners and their families will be 
held May 19 at Minto-Brown Island Park in South Salem. The event will conclude 
Oregon Transportation Safety Week, May 14-18. 

For more information, contact Monica Majeski, ODOT Safety Section, 378- 


2638. 


State park camping fees expected to rise in May 


State park campsite fees are expected to increase $1 across-the-board on May 


14. 


The Parks and Recreation Commission will consider the request this month 
to cover the ongoing cost of campground operations. The last rate hike, in 1988, 
also raised all campsite fees by $1, according to Parks Information Officer Monte 


Turner. 


Ground broken for mall parking structure 


Ground was broken for the Capitol Mall Parking Structure in mid-March. 

The $17.8 million, two-level underground parking structure located on the 
two-block area in front of the State Capitol eliminated parking in front of the 
Transportation Building, and promises to cause a temporary shortage of parking 
spaces. 


Californians continue northward trend, DMV says 
About 28,000 more drivers entered Oregon than left in 1989, according to the 


Motor Vehicles Division. 


Forty percent of the drivers who moved to Oregon in that year came from 


California, more than any other state. 
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Bush sets ‘wrong direction’ 


Continued from Page 1 
improvements. We’re working with a 
fixed pie—if we give someone else a big- 
ger slice, we need to cut somewhere 
else.” 

Oregon is a donor state, Williams 
said. It pays more federal gas taxes than 
it gets in return. Only three 
states—California, Texas and 
Oklahoma—receive more gas-tax rev- 
enue than they contribute to the federal 
government, he said. 

Bush’s good news-bad news policy 
is driven by a focus on highway, aviation 
and rail programs of national impor- 
tance while increasing the states’ 
responsibility for other projects. The 
Access Oregon Highways program, 
which targets improvements to routes 
considered vital to Oregon’s economy, 
has been rated by Highway staff to be of 
national significance, according to 
Forbes. 

The administration’s policy state- 
ment suggests revenue sources like 
increased state gasoline taxes, local air- 
port passenger taxes and highway tolls 
to bridge the gap between the nation’s 
escalating transportation needs and 
diminishing federal funding. 

Forbes said: “Tolls would be seen as 
a reprehensible idea to solve a trans- 
portation problem. If you’ve got $19 
billion in the Highway Trust Fund from 
gas taxes that already have been col- 
lected, say you’re not going to spend it, 
and instead put up tollbooths, you can 
imagine what people would say. It only 


HISTORY 


APRIL 1985 


¢ Richard Losli of the Manning 
highway maintenance crew helped 
capture an escapee from a prison 
farm. After driving the suspect to a 
telephone, Losli used the truck radio 
to call the Oregon State Police, who 
later arrested the convict. 

¢ The department sponsored a 
non-traditional careers conference to 
encourage state employees to explore 
ODOT career opportunities, particu- 
larly in engineering, maintenance, 
ranger and craft positions. 

¢ The Oregon Highway Plan, 
published this month, told 
Oregonians they must be willing to 
increase Highway Division revenues 
to offset inflation over the next 15 
years. 

¢ Fred Miller, then ODOT’s 
director, told department employees 
they are “spending too much unpro- 
ductive time worrying about and 
discussing results” of a draft 
Comparable Worth Study. That study 
was scrapped, and a new classifica- 
tion system was implemented. 


APRIL 1980 


¢ Eight of 10 employees inter- 
viewed for the Candid Comments 
page predicted that a ballot measure 
proposing to eliminate ODOT’s divi- 
sions from the Highway Fund would 
pass. The measure did pass—and left 
the Parks and Recreation Division 
and the Oregon State Police looking 
for new funding sources. 

¢ Nina “Peanuts” Crites, a park 
ranger at Beverly Beach State Park, 
was appointed to ODOT’s Safety 
Review Board. Crites was the first 
woman on the seven-member board. 

¢ Bus ridership increased 
statewide by more than 22 percent 
during the last quarter of 1979. 

¢ The department planned to ask 
the Legislative Emergency Board for 
$200,000 to help promote ridesharing 
outside the Portland, Salem and 
Eugene areas. 


confuses the picture for the poor 
motorists who are already paying addi- 
tional gas taxes. The Bush policy is 
headed in the wrong direction.” 


tructure improvements. Congress is try- 

ing to refocus a Surface Transportation 

Act with fewer dollars,” Forbes said. 
“When you've got $1 available for 


‘If you’ve got $19 billion in the Highway Trust Fund 
from gas taxes that already have been collected, say 
you’re not going to spend it, and instead put up toll- 
booths, you can imagine what people would say.’ 


Forbes expects refinement of Bush’s 
policy to be a long, rough road. 

“We can certainly expect no increase 
in federal monies in the next couple 
years, and they'll probably continue to 
decrease. They have given no indication 
they’re going to spend the dollars that 
have been dedicated for highway infras- 


Denny Moore, Oregon’s Public 
Transit Division administrator, said he’s 
disappointed the Bush administration 
has made public transportation its 
prime target for budget cutbacks. 

Under the president’s national 
transportation policy, federal mass tran- 
sit funding would be cut from the 
current $3 billion per year to $2.3 bil- 
lion in fiscal year 1991. 

“We have a new president—a 
kinder, gentler president—who 
appoints a secretary of transportation 
and an administrator of the Urban 
Mass Transportation Administration, 
both with strong transit backgrounds,” 
Moore said. “Then we had a series of 
forums around the United States, to 
gather our contribution, our input, in 
forming a new national transportation 
policy. But after all this work, we get 
the same old stuff: The administration 
is shifting federal responsibilities to the 
state and local levels.” 

Portland’s plans to expand its 
light-rail system are at risk under the 
new transportation policy. 

“We built MAX with $328 million,” 
Moore said. “It was the biggest public- 
works project in Oregon. It works. It 
serves lots of people, is very popu- 
lar—and it was built in partnership 
with the federal government, state and 
local governments. We need to continue 
that partnership, particularly in transit 
projects.” 

Moore considers the new federal 
policy a step backward for transit. 

“I can’t make the connection 
between support and withdrawal of 
federal money or shifting the support 
locally,” he said. “It’s a hollow support 
if it can be interpreted as support.” 

Moore’ envisions Congress 
responding to the Bush policy as he 
has. 

“T think Congress will once again 
give the Bush administration the same 


Nine become 


Nine finalists have been selected for 
the Isabel Albright Awards. 

The employee-recognition program 
recently was expanded to include office 
support staff in addition to secretaries. 
Receptionists, file clerks, word proces- 
sors, and mail and copy center 
employees are now eligible for the honor. 

Finalists in the secretarial category 
include: 

¢ Marilyn Borgelt, Region 1, Parks 
and Recreation Department, Portland; 

° Garnet, ElliottaiProject 
Development Branch, Highway Division, 
Salem; 


every $4 in identified highway needs in 
Oregon, that’s not a real cheery note," 
Forbes said. "In the next two years, when 
we go out to the public to update the 
Six-Year Highway Improvement 
Program, it will be an exciting time. 
Exciting, but not necessarily a pleasant 
experience.” 


Light-rail system plans threatened 


by new transport policy, Moore says 


Denny Moore 


message: We must do at least the same 
or more for public transportation,” 
Moore said. “Cutting back on public 
transit is inappropriate public policy. 
Money is policy; if you withdraw 
money or shift your priorities, you are 
making a very clear statement that your 
priorities are elsewhere.” 

In 1983, about $4.6 billion had been 
committed to transit on the federal 
level, compared to the current level of 
about $3.2 billion. 

“We've already had a substantial 
cutback, and this proposal is another 
cutback,” Moore said. 

“We have a choice: We can move 
people by single-occupant automobiles 
in our largest metropolitan freeways on 
eight, maybe 10-lane freeways like has 
been done in Los Angeles. It doesn’t 
work,” he said. “Or we can go into pro- 
jects like light-rail that move large 
volumes of people, and use the equiva- 
lent of only two lanes of freeway. We 
save the air, we save the land, and you 


Don Forbes 


‘can’t make the con- 
nection between 
support and withdrawal 
of federal money or 
shifting the support 
locally.’ 


move lots of people efficiently and ulti- 
mately at less cost.” 

Oregon voters will be asked in 
Oregon’s May 15 Primary Election to 
decide Ballot Measure One, a proposed 
constitutional amendment that would 
allow counties and transportation dis- 
tricts to seek voter approval to use local 
vehicle registration fees for public 
transportation in addition to road 
improvements. 

Moore sees the vote as an opportu- 
nity to act. 

“We may have to do more of it our- 
selves,” he said. “That means the city 
and state agencies must become less 
reliant on the federal government. If the 
amendment does pass, it would pro- 
vide us with a tool to help us solve the 
transportation problems not only in the 
Portland metropolitan area, but 
throughout Oregon. 

“Portland one of the nicest, larger 
cities in the country, and transit has 
made a contribution to that,” Moore 
said. “There are all kinds of plans for 
light-rail in the Portland area, and 
that’s the way to do it. We can choose 
between having more light rail or 
adding more freeway lanes and watch- 
ing our urban environment decay.” 

The Oregon Transportation 
Commission in March unanimously 
adopted a resolution endorsing the bal- 
lot measure. Its passage would not raise 
state or local taxes, Commission 
Chairman Mike Hollern said. 


Albright Awards finalists 


e Linda Etheridge, Public Transit 
Division, Salem (representing Central 
Services, Aeronautics and Public Transit 
divisions); 

e Sharon Ritts, Driver Licensing 
Section, Motor Vehicles Division, Salem; 

¢ Juanita Sanchez, Operations 
Section, Motor Vehicles Division, Salem; 
and 

¢ Ruth Townsend, Region 5, 
Highway Division, La Grande. 

Finalists in the office support cate- 
gory include: 

e Annie Thompson, Region 1, 
Highway Division, Portland; 


e Jeanette Wickham, Vehicle Services 
Branch, Motor Vehicles Division, Salem; 
and 

¢ Terry Wimsatt, Personnel Services 
Section, Salem (representing Aeronautics, 
Central Services and Public Transit divi- 
sions. 

Winners of the two categories, to be 
announced at an April 27 luncheon at the 
Black Angus, Salem, will receive a $100 
savings bond, a plaque and a one-day 
out-of-town seminar. 

Tickets are available until April 20 
from the State Highway Engineer’s 
Office, 378-6516. 
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Readers | 
consider 
VIA role 


VIA readers and employee survey 
facilitators offered their views of the 
publication’s role within ODOT ina 
symposium sponsored by the Public 
Affairs Office. An audience of 18 joined 
a four-member panel for two hours of 
discussion. 

Panelist Charlie Middleton, 
Roadway Design, said he prefers VIA 
write to specific interests and perhaps 
break news by each ODOT division into 
separate sections, or divide news by 
Oregon’s regions. “It’s too watered 
down,” Middleton said. “It’s not valu- 
able or useful.” 

Region 1 Utilities Specialist Larry 
Olson, Portland, said, “These are the 
jobs ODOT does—you and me. This is 
ODOT at work. Sure the paper has some 
warm fuzzies, but I think people recog- 
nize that. Part of the role of VIA is to 
make us feel good about the work we 
do.” 

Discussion focused on the publica- 
tion of letters from the public concerning 
department issues. The letters tend “to 
tell us that our parks are clean and that 
highway maintenance workers come to 


Panelists Chuck Dimond, communications director for the Human Resources Department; Charlie Middleton, Roadway 
Design, Salem; and Larry Olson, Highway Utilities, Portland, consider VIA’s communication role in a symposium that attracted 
readers and news sources alike. 


the aid of motorists in distress,” 
Middleton said. “Certainly ODOT 
receives many letters that are negative 
and critical.” 

VIA Editor Andy Booz indicated the 
publication’s Editorial Board has debated 
whether or not to publish “constructively 
critical letters.” Booz reported the publi- 
cation will run critical letters that might 
“inspire positive change” but not those 


that criticize “identifiable persons.” 

Several readers said they perceive 
VIA to be “a message from manage- 
ment,” and would prefer the publication 
to include more of an employee perspec- 
tive in its news coverage. 

Shellee Lowery-Howe, co-manager 
of ODOT Graphics, suggested the paper 
establish a “citizen advisory committee” 
composed of ODOT employees not asso- 


Earth Day advocates look to ODOT 


When Earth Day’s 20th anniversary 
is celebrated April 22, some environ- 
mentally conscious people plan to point 
out what ODOT = g ee 
is doing to save 
the planet. 

“We have a 
genuine, personal 
interest in envi- 
rename n tail 
issues,” said ie 
Molly Cary, an B® 
Environmental 
Section project § 
manager. “There 
are sO many sim- 
ple things that we 


Events planned to celebrate Earth 
Day include videotape showings, guest 
speakers, and an information fair in 


e ae 


can do to demon- Bikeways provide travelers an alternative to the automobile. 


strate our concern 

for the earth. And besides, we’re also 
aware of some of the bad press ODOT 
gets, and the Highway Division in par- 
ticular. We want to emphasize the 
positive things we do.” 


Damages 
decline 
in 1989 


The state Attorney General’s 
office recovered nearly $800,000 in 
1989, as a result of damage to 
Oregon's roads and bridges. 

Lynn Rosik, assistant attorney 
general, said total damage claims 


collected for the state Highway 
Division represented a 43 percent 
decrease from the $1.4 million 
recovered in 1988. 

“In 1988 we collected a major 
claim as the result of a cargo ship 


a” 


hitting the Astoria bridge,” said 
Rosik. “Last year was more of a typ- 
ical year.” 

Since 1980, more than $7 mil- 
lion has been collected for repairs to 
damaged highway property. 

“The purpose of the program is 
to have the responsible party pay 
for the damage, not taxpayers,” 
Rosik said. 


Willson Park, Salem. 

Among the Earth-friendly things 
ODOT does: 

e Bike lane construction. Oregon 
state law requires the Highway Division 
to spend one percent of its state gas-tax 
revenue on bicycle and pedestrian facili- 
ties. 

¢ Rideshare program, Park-and- 
Ride, and Dial-A-Bus, all coordinated by 
the Public Transit Division. 

¢ Light-rail transit, such as MAX in 
Portland, a cooperative effort between 
Public Transit and Tri-Met. 

¢ Litter pickup by the Oregon Youth 
Litter Patrol, funded through the sale of 
custom license plates. 


¢ Recycling of litter gathered by 
Youth Litter Patrols in the Highway 
Division’s Lawnfield Maintenance 
Station, Clackamas. 

¢ Noise mitigation for federal-aid 
highway improvement projects that may 
increase noise levels. Includes the addi- 
tion of sound barriers, such as berms 
and walls, and structural alterations to 
buildings. Oregon ranks fifth in the 
nation for the number of sound barriers 
it has constructed. 

e Archeological digs. Required by 
law in areas determined to have signifi- 
cant archeological materials buried 
beneath the proposed right-of-way. If a 
highway project will bury or destroy an 
archeological site, archaeologists recover 
or salvage a sample of the materials it 
contains for recording and research. 

¢ Cold in-place recycling of asphalt. 
Saves about $100,000 per mile over tradi- 
tional overlay methods, and completely 
reuses old road materials, whereas con- 
ventional hog-mix paving needs 6 
percent new asphalt and all new rock. 

¢ Office paper recycling, where 
available. 

e Oil recycling at the Highway 
Division’s Motor Pool, Salem. 

e Wetlands mitigation. Federal law 
requires the replacement of wetlands 
acre for acre when they are removed by 
a highway project. 

¢ Protection of endangered species 
located in the area of a highway project. 


ciated with production of the paper. VIA 
could improve communications between 
ODOT’s top managers and employees 
by publishing guest editorial columns. 
Middleton said the recent growth of 
newsletters within ODOT is “proof that 
VIA isn’t fulfilling its purpose.” He said 
the paper should concentrate on “heav- 
ier issues,” such as those surrounding 


the recent classification study. 


s 


Highway Forester Bob Green (with 
hardhat) confers with loggers Bob Rudi 
(far left) and Tom Tucker near Cascade 
Locks. Green said the Highway 
Division expects to spend about 
$15,000 have contractors remove trees 
downed by windstorms this winter at 
Cascade Locks, Baldock Rest Area and 
in the Cascade Mountain passes. 


| | SAFETY AWARDS | 


Crews that recently have earned the 
SAIF Achievement or ODOT Excellence 
awards for working continuously with- 
out time-loss injuries include: 

Region 1 Geology Crew; Clarence 
Eshelman, supervisor; two years. 

District 3 Maintenance Crew; Fred 
Mitchell, supervisor; three years. 

Salem Sign Shop; John Teleck, 
supervisor; five years. 

Newport Maintenance Crew; Gary 
Gembala, supervisor; two years. 

Lincoln City Maintenance Crew; 
James Mitchell, supervisor; four years. 

Waldport Maintenance Crew; 
William Coles, Jr., supervisor; two 
years. 

District 22 Bridge Maintenance 
Crew; Orren Vann, supervisor, 10 years. 


Salem Building Crew; Don Ferris, 
supervisor; six years. 

Eugene Extra Gang; Harry Strouse, 
supervisor; two years. 

Port Orford Maintenance Crew; 
Gerald Gregory, supervisor; 18 years. 

Central Point Maintenance Crew; 


Albert Jacobson, supervisor; four years. 
District 6 Office Crew; Martin 
Havig, supervisor; 17 years. 
Region 5 Geology Crew; David 
Brooks, supervisor; three years. 
Richland Maintenance Crew; 
Vernon Williams, supervisor; four years. 


| REMEMBERING _ | 


Howard Ellison, highway mainte- 
nance office manager, District 3, 
Highway Division, Salem, died Feb. 26. 
Ellison, who was 68, retired from the 
Highway Division in 1982. 

Harold Harstick, outdoor sign engi- 
neer, Highway Division, Salem, died Jan. 
29. Harstick, who was 85, served 
Highway for eight years. 


Mel Linson, equipment repair 
superintendent, Equipment and Services 
Unit, Highway Division, Salem, died 
March 5. Linson, who was 56, served 
Highway for 33 years. 

Larry Matheny, associate trans- 
portation engineer, Highway Division, 
Portland, died March 5. Matheny, who 
was 44, served Highway for 25 years. 
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Program 
inspires 
safe acts 


A safety award program has been 
created to hold model situations before 
the public and encourage safe trans- 
portation practices in Oregon. 

The department wants to establish 
public/private partnerships to achieve 
that aim, according to Larry 
Christianson, transportation safety coor- 
dinator. 

The program aspires “to discover, 
recognize and reward worthy transporta- 
tion safety efforts statewide,” 
Christianson said. “We want to encour- 
age others to take part in making all 
modes of transportation safer in 
Oregon.” 

The award features eight categories: 
law enforcement, medical, media, youth, 
transportation safety “hero,” corporate 
program, community program, and local 
government official. 

Nominations for the Transportation 
Safety Award are being solicited from 
Oregon transportation safety advocates. 
State agencies are ineligible to receive the 
awards, but may participate in the nomi- 
nations, according to Christianson. 

Deadline for submitting nomina- 
tions for the award is April 11. Winners 
will be announced in May. 

Contact Christianson, Public Affairs, 
for more information, 378-6546. 


Funds OK'd for 
inspecting spans 


The Oregon Highway Division has 
upped its contribution to inspect local 
bridges by $850,000. 

The additional funds, appropriated 
by the Transportation Commission in 
March, pay for new city and county 
bridge inspections bearing stricter fed- 
eral standards. The request boosts the 
total expense for local bridge inspections 
to $1.4 million. 

“More problems are being reported 
with timber bridges or bridges with tim- 
ber elements,” said Jim Bosket, structure 
maintenance engineer. “Many of these 
bridges are from 30 to 40 years old, and 
decay has progressed to a point where 
repairs will be needed in the near 
future.” 

About 2,800 of Oregon’s 4,200 
locally owned bridges will be inspected 
during 1990, according to Bosket. 

While the state pays for the inspec- 
tions, local governments must fund the 
repairs. 


Way back when 


Ray Nunn’s Highway Department crew poses in this 1925 photograph taken near Redmond. Following World War I, 
road-building conditions took an upswing. By 1919, servicemen returned from the war, men were released from war 
industries, equipment became available, and restrictions were lifted on the sale of bonds. By 1926, the state highway 
system was 4,468 miles long, with 20 percent of it paved. 


‘All-Star’ 
award for 
Salem only 


A new recognition and reward pro- 
gram for Central Services Division 
employees will be launched this month. 

Mel Galvin, manager of the Office of 
Productivity, said the semiannual 
Central Services All-Star Service Award 
will recognize permanent division 
employees for outstanding service. 
Nominations will be rated by a five- 
member committee for the quality, cost, 
quantity and timeliness of service given 
to customers. 

A potluck scheduled for July in 
Salem will recognize 10 finalists. Each 
will receive a $25 cash award. 

One represented employee and one 
management employee will be selected 
from the finalists to receive $125 cash 
and framed certificates. All nominees 
will receive certificates, and nominators 
also will be recognized. 

Nomination forms, available in May, 
are due in June for the July award cere- 
mony. 


WU ORETIREVENTS 


Bud Bibelheimer, principal execu- 
tive manager A, Central Services 
Division, Salem, retired in March after 
31 years of service. 

Joseph Dombrowsky, supervising 
systems specialist, Central Services 
Division, Salem, retired in March after 
41 years of service. 

Marvin Dowdy, highway assistant 
supervisor, Highway Division, Baker, 
retired in March after 34 years of service. 

Richard Hacek, fiscal manager C, 
Highway Division, Salem, retired in 
March after 36 years of service. 

Robert Hector, supervising highway 
engineer F, Highway Division, La 
Grande, retired in March after 32 years 
of service. 

Norman Henry, supervising trans- 
portation engineer D, Highway 
Division, Salem, retired in March after 
34 years of service. 

Ralph Honeywell, transportation 
engineer 2, Highway Division, Salem, 
retired in March after 33-plus years of 
service. 

Ruby Jensen, systems analyst, 


Central Services Division, Salem, retired 
in March after 24 years of service. 

Richard Nieth, motor vehicle repre- 
sentative 3, Motor Vehicles Division, 
Enterprise, retired in March after 21-plus 
years of service. 

Richard Reynolds, clerical assistant, 
Validation Unit, Motor Vehicles 
Division, Salem, retired in March after 
12-plus years of service. 

Darleen Scharff, motor vehicle rep- 
resentative 2, East Portland Drive Test 
Center, Motor Vehicles Division, 
Portland, retired in March after 17-plus 
years of service. 

George Scheer, highway mainte- 
nance specialist, Highway Division, 
Parkdale, retired in March after 17 years 
of service. 

Gerald Swendseid, highway main- 
tenance specialist, Highway Division, 
Salem, retired in March after 25 years of 
service. 

Walker “Hank” Wakerlig, supervis- 
ing transportation engineer E, Highway 
Division, Salem, retired in March after 
33 years of service. 


Highway Division 


Walter Bartel, supervising transportation engineer (STE) 


D, Pendleton, to STE E, Milwaukie. 


John Brumbaugh, engineering specialist (ES) 1 to associ- 
ate transportation engineer (ATE), Portland. 
Basil Christopher, engineering aide to engineering techni- 


cian (ET) 1, Portland. 


David Cole, ES 1, Portland, to environmental program 


coordinator 1, Salem. 


Fredrick Crow, heavy equipment mechanic, Union, to 
senior heavy equipment mechanic, La Grande. 
David Foster, ATE to transportation engineer 1, Bend. 


Wilbur Larson, ES 1 to ES 3, Eugene. 


Bruce Meyer, highway maintenance specialist to ES 2, \ wy \ re 
Portland. Bh % 
Edward Pulvermacher, highway maintenance assistant David Foster 
supervisor to highway maintenance supervisor 2, Coos Transportation 
Bay. Engineer 1 
John Scott, ES 1 to ATE, Bend. Highway Division 
Rick Shorb, ET 2 to ATE, Waldport. Bend 


Walter Sokol, highway maintenance specialist to highway 


maintenance supervisor 2, Eugene. 


James Stone, highway maintenance specialist to highway 
maintenance assistant supervisor, Klamath Falls. 


Heather Thompson, ES 1 to ES 2, Salem. 
Billy Trissell, ES 2 to ATE, Eugene. 


Motor Vehicles Division 


Tim Avilla, administrative specialist 2 to management 


analyst 2, Salem. 


Deborah Fraser, clerical specialist to support services 


supervisor 1, Salem. 


Lucy Garcia, clerical assistant to clerical specialist, Salem. 
Kevin Koeper, motor vehicle representative (MVR) 1, 


Grants Pass, to MVR 2, Brookings. 


Naomi Levy, MVR 1 to MVR 2, Forest Grove. 
Rafael Marquez, MVR 2 to MVR 3, Portland Drive Test 


Center. 


Teresa Pope, MVR 2 to MVR 3, West Eugene. 
Carol Saunders, MVR 2 to MVR 3, Beaverton Drive Test 


Center. 


Carol Saunders 
Motor Vehicle 
Representative 3 
Beaverton 


Parker heads east for research project 


Dick Parker, research coordinator 
for the Highway Division, has been 
selected by the Strategic Highway 
Research Program in Washington, D.C. 
to act as liaison between SHRP and 
highway research being done on the 


state level. 

“This is a unique opportunity, no 
question about it,” Parker said. “I expect 
to learn more back there, particularly 
now that we have a new Surface 
Transportation Act in the offing.” 
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PROFILE: DAN EVEY 


Making the most 
of slim resources 


By ANDY BOOZ 
Managing Editor 


Imagine what it takes to maintain 
an airport: The vast stretches, acres of 
grass to mow, runways to pave, beacons 
and lighting to keep shining. 

Caring for one airport is enough for 
one person to worry about, but consider 
the immense responsibility facing Dan 
Evey and his crew of one, charged with 
maintaining Oregon’s 35 state-owned 
airports. 

Getting the job done means keeping 
in touch with a statewide network of 
people, making the most of his staff, and 
testing his ability to scavenge for sup- 
plies. 

Dan qualified for the Aeronautics 
Division job by running a Highway 
Division maintenance crew. Starting at 
age 19, shortly after graduating from 
Banks High School, Dan paved roads in 
summer and plowed them in winter. 
The line of work held his interest for 18 
years, long enough for him to work his 
way up to section supervisor at the 
Woodburn maintenance station. 

That was when Dan decided to step 
out of his specialist’s role and into a gen- 
eralist’s haven. 

The Aeronautics Division, one of 
ODOT’s smallest agencies, needed 


As maintenance supervisor for 
Oregon’s 35 state-owned airports, Dan 
Evey (pointing) has developed a long- 
range plan for improving airports 
considered vital to the economy. 


someone to oversee maintenance of its 
state airports. Partly because of his work 
during a three-month temporary assign- 
ment with Aeronautics, Dan applied for 
the position. 

Dan acknowledges the lateral trans- 
fer was a career risk, but along with the 
shift came a relief of dealing with the 
personnel issues of a 10-person 


Dan responded by 
making the most of 
every dollar and by 
becoming an expert 
scavenger for spare 


parts and opportunities. 


crew—duties he liked least of all. The 
change offered him a satisfaction that 
comes from tracking projects from 
beginning to end. But it also meant 
inheriting a lean budget. Dan responded 
by making the most of every dollar and 
by becoming an expert scavenger for 
spare parts and opportunities. 

Help comes from a network of 
pilots and road users, Highway Division 
crews, and the parent organization, 
ODOT. 

Dan’s $12,000 annual maintenance 
budget needs to go a long way to cover 
routine maintenance for state-owned air- 
ports. That’s why the Woodburn 
Highway maintenance crew paves and 
plows the Aurora State Airport runway, 
an arrangement that’s typical of 
Aeronautics’ resource-stretching 
approach to doing business. 

“Most of the highway crews at state 
airport locations are willing to look and 
see if we have a hazardous situation at 
one of our airports,” he says. “That’s 
because they’re part of ODOT. They’re 
part of the big picture. They respond 
when we ask for help and, if their sched- 
ules allow, that backup really pays off.” 

When the Chiloquin highway main- 
tenance supervisor was recently called 
away from work, Dan saw an opportu- 
nity. With Highway’s consent, he took 
over as highway crew supervisor, and 
caught up on the Chiloquin State 
Airport’s maintenance. By using his 
resources creatively, Dan performs bud- 
getary wonders. 

“Of course, because I’m from the 
Highway Division, I know their system 
and schedules,” Dan says. “By keeping 
in touch, I know what's a good time to 
ask them for help with a project. That’s 
been a tremendous asset for me here.” 

To help with long-range planning, 


Dan Evey, airport maintenance supervisor (on left), checks on a runway crack repair 
at the Aurora State Airport. With him is Robert E. Lee, his only crew member. 


Dan established a five-year airport main- 
tenance program that identifies major 
projects at five airports—paving or new 
lighting, for instance. Precise planning is 
the only way he can keep pace, as sea- 
sonal maintenance keeps his crew busy 
for most of the year: Winters call for run- 
way plowing, while summer allows for 
grass mowing, and runway and ramp 
paving. Springtime means herbicide 
spraying and equipment inventory. 

The Highway Division has offered 
Dan more than a career. The agency also 
gave him the opportunity to meet his 
wife, Julie, who now works as the divi- 
sion’s Transportation Permits assistant 
supervisor. When they aren’t hunting for 
deer or elk in the Eagle Cap Wilderness 
Area, they are at home caring for their 
newborn daughter. Dan finds time to 
contribute to the Independence Elks 
Lodge, where he helps earn funds for 
the Oregon Health Sciences University’s 


new ophthalmology center. 

As the second youngest of a family 
of 10, Dan learned to work hard at an 
early age. His father worked at a 
Manning sawmill, while his mother held 
a job at a local cannery. 

For Dan’s position at the 
Aeronautics Division, the future holds 
the predictable pressure to do more with 
less. One way to cope has been the intro- 
duction of computers, which Dan sees as 
a more accurate and efficient means for 
tracking airport maintenance. 

He has hopes, too, of adding to his 
staff someday. If that happens, Dan 
already has built high standards for that 
person. 

“With the small maintenance crew 
we have here, each person has to be tal- 
ented in a lot of areas. This shop crosses 
all boundaries, from janitorial to engi- 
neering work. We have to do it all. I’m 
just glad we’ve got help.” 


| RETIREESREPORT | REPORT 


Robert Ziebell, 
Salem, highway 
engineer 3, Federal- 
Aid Unit, Program 
Section, Highway 
Division, retired in 
1987. 

Bob has traveled 
to Nebraska three 
times to visit his sis- 
ter, brother, aunts 
and uncles. To get to 
Arapahoe, where most ie his relatives 
live, he usually chooses a southern route 
through Arizona, Texas, Missouri, 
Oklahoma and Kansas. The 30-hour trip 
took Bob through the Colorado River 
Canyon. This summer, when he returns 
to Nebraska, he will instead take the 
northern route through Washington, 
Montana and the Dakotas. 

He also hunts, fishes and camps in 
Oregon with his two daughters, two sons 


and six grandchildren. They often fish at 
either Detroit Lake or Olallie Lake, and 
hunt deer in the Odell Lake area. Bob 
enjoys walking for exercise, spends time 
on his daughter’s three-acre farm, and 
cheers on his son, who sponsors and 
plays on a slowpitch softball team. 

Bob keeps in touch with his ODOT 
friends by attending the Highway 
Retirees luncheon when he is in town. 

Vern Busch, Mill City, chief weigh- 
master, Permits and Weighmasters 
Section, Highway Division, retired in 
1978. 

In a letter to VIA, Vern wrote that, 
shortly after his retirement, he married 
his wife, Shirley, and they moved to Mill 
City. In the three winters since, the 
Bushes have fled Oregon’s rainy season 
by driving their fifth-wheeler to Mexico. 
With Mazatlan as a base, they toured the 
Mayan ruins at Palenque, Uxmal, 
Chichen Itxa and Tulum on the Yucatan 


Peninsula, and the city of Guanajuato. 

The Busches spent another winter in 
Texas, where Vern helped a Marine 
Corps friend remodel his house—in 
between games of golf. 

Probably their biggest venture since 
Vern retired has been a five-week trip to 
Europe, where they toured 11 countries, 
including stops in London, Paris, 
Madrid, Rome, Venice, Vienna, Lucerne, 
Heidelberg, Amsterdam and other cities. 
They also have traveled to California, 
Arizona, Utah, Idaho and Canada, and 
joined a trailer-golf tour of the Pacific 
Northwest. A family reunion lured them 
to Oklahoma, and the opportunity led 
them to explore Georgia, and then north 
to Maine before returning home. It was 
the first time Vern had been east of the 
Mississippi River. 

Vern and Shirley are members of the 
Santiam Golf Club and Saint Catherine 
Catholic Church in Mill City. 


Parks spokesman 
to address funding 


Monte Turner, the Parks and 
Recreation Department’s informa- 
tion officer, will speak at the May 1 
Highway Retirees luncheon. 

Turner will review Parks’ new 
department status and report on 
progress in seeking long-range 
funding. 

The quarterly luncheon will 
start at 11:30 a.m. at Myrl’s 
Chuckwagon restaurant, 2265 
Lancaster Dr. N.E., near the BiMart 
Store in Salem. 

All ODOT retirees are invited. 

For more information, contact 
Lorraine Ellis, 362-3998. 
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Cathy Ashforth 
Administrative Assistant 
Highway Equipment and 
Services Unit 

Bend 


Cathy Ashforth 


Every job is a challenge for me 
to do the best I can. In the 
Gainshare program we just 
started, I’ve realized lots of 
ways the state can change. I 
don’t think I’ve taken many 
dramatic risks, but I like to 
test my abilities, learn and do 
a good job. 


Bill Anthony 
Transportation 
Engineer 1 
Traffic Analysis 
Unit 
Milwaukie 


Jerry Howerton 


I can’t think of any particular 
risk I’ve taken in my career. 
But anytime I’m working in 
and around traffic, during the 
summer or winter, it’s always 
a risk. That’s true when I’m 
plowing snow, especially. 


Sue Deming 

Highway Maintenance 
Specialist 

John Day 


Sue Deming 


It was a risk to work ona 
Highway maintenance crew of 
all males. I’m the first woman 
to hold a position in our sec- 
tion. It’s also risky to work a 
snowplow alone during the 
night shift and seeing trucks 
and cars spin out. 


Jerry Howerton 

Highway Maintenance Assistant 
Foreman 

Flora 


Laurie Bradley 
Secretary 


Salem 


Bill Anthony 


I can’t spot a time when I took 
any real dramatic career risk. 
Of course, I have taken risks 
when changing to a new posi- 
tion and when accepting new 
challenges. 


DMV Driver Safety Unit 


Dick Nieth 
Motor Vehicle Representative 3 


Dick Nieth 


I took a demotion to work ina 
one-person office to see if I 
could work on my own, and I 
found that I could. If you keep 
on trying and take a risk from 
time to time, you can keep 
your work interesting. Taking 
risks also helps me work a lit- 
tle harder. 


Laurie Bradley 


When I left downtown and 
came out here to work for 
Motor Vehicles in 1984, that 
was the biggest career risk for 
me. I didn’t know anyone here 
at first, but I tried the change 
and I’m glad I did. Since then 
I've met a lot of nice people. 


Don Huff 

Carpentry Supervisor 
Highway Division 
Salem 


Joe Hubler 

Motor Vehicle Office 
Manager B 

Bend DMV 


Joe Hubler 


When I applied for this job 30 
years ago, I learned that I 
could work inside a building. 
I didn’t know whether I could 
do the office work okay but, as 
it turned out, I could. Taking 
that risk was worth it. 


Don Huff 


By taking career risks, I 
learned that they are worth it. 
If you don’t take risks, you 
don’t grow. I can’t recall tak- 
ing any huge risk, but in 
management I find that every 
decision I make involves some 
risk. 


~~ What did you learn from the 
biggest career risk you've taken? 


Dick Byrd 

Supervising Storekeeper 
DMV Administrative 
Services Branch 

Salem 


Dick Byrd 


Probably the biggest risk in 
my DMV career was going 
from a worker to a manager. I 
had been stores clerk for 15 
years and just couldn’t see 
training another person to be 
my boss, so I took a risk and 
applied for the job. I now have 
responsibilities for the same 
kind of work and, as a work- 
ing supervisor, I took on some 
management duties. 


Melba Davidson 

Files and Correspondence Unit 
Supervisor 

Motor Vehicles Division 
Salem 


Melba Davidson 


I went from being a clerical 
specialist to a manager, and 
crossed branches within the 
division to get the position I 
have now. I needed manage- 
rial skills, and I needed to take 
some classes. And I learned 
that I couldn’t wait for the 
right job to fall in my lap. I 
found that it helps to talk with 
others at work about any job 
I'd consider. 


